Cost containment in emergency departments.
Traditionally, cost effectiveness has been overlooked in emergency departments because of a mandate to provide emergency care in every community regardless of expense. However, in the current era of managed care, reduced reimbursement, and cost controls, emergency departments are being examined more carefully to determine whether their costs can be contained or even whether they can become profit centers. Detailed billing, cost accounting, enhanced communication among emergency departments within a community, and linking of suburban and inner-city emergency departments are several means by which emergency departments can control costs and raise revenues.